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September 25, 2016 

Dear Parents and Teens, 

  

Welcome to another year of youth ministry at the Basilica of St. Josaphat!  My name is Emily Burds and I serve 

as the Director of Evangelization here at the Basilica. I am entering into my fourth year of full-time ministry, 

and I absolutely love it! 

Here are five things to expect at Basilicrew this year: 

1. Fun 

 Games, food, and a time to mingle and meet friends will be included in every gathering. Feel free 

to invite a friend (Catholic or not)! 

2. Faith 

 Teens will be invited to consider what it means to have a personal relationship with Jesus and 

how the Catholic Church plays a part in it all. We will pray together every time we meet and 

challenge teens to grow in their personal faith journeys. We are using a youth film series called 

Alpha. You can find out more information here: http://www.alphayouthfilmseries.com/.  

3. New Format 

 Previously our Confirmation candidates met separately from those teens involved in our youth 

group. This year, all teens (Confirmation candidates and non-Confirmation candidates) are 

invited to Basilicrew Youth Ministry Gatherings on Sunday mornings to grow in faith and have a 

blast.  Come late winter, those teens that choose to be confirmed will be given specific 

experiences to prepare for the sacrament of Confirmation. 

4. Fellowship 

 Community is always our priority at Basilicrew with consistent small group discussion time and 

time to make connections over lunch, during games, etc. 

5. Deeper Findings 

 Throughout the year, teens and families will be provided additional opportunities for going 

deeper (retreats, conferences, services experiences, etc.). Most importantly, on January 7, 2017, 

all teens are encouraged to come to the Basilicrew Winter Retreat!  

http://www.alphayouthfilmseries.com/


 

I hope you can join us throughout the year. We have a crew of 7 young adult volunteers and all of us are excited 

to journey with you. If you would like to receive our weekly email updates, please send me an email and I can 

add you to our list. 

If your family is willing to provide a meal for our Basilicrew youth, please sign up for a time slot on our Sign Up 

Genius: http://www.signupgenius.com/findasignup (enter my email). 

Lastly, please pray for our teens and for Basilicrew. God has big things in store, and we need all the prayers we 

can get. Thank you for your willingness to make the sacrifice to be a part of our community. 

 

God bless you and your family, 

Emily Burds 

Director of Evangelization  

E-mail: Emily@thebasilica.org  

Phone: (414) 645-5623  x 280  (voicemail only) 

Basilicrew website: http://thebasilica.org/basilicrew 
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